36 A New

Era of Human [nterconnectedness

subjected the quasi—litemtij t0 an examination 18

“open coust, and taking the Farhers under his
patronage, he took it upon himself to refute the
calumnies of their acCusess. He said he was fully
convinced that these strangers were honest men,
and that he knew that there wete only two of
them in their local residence and not twenty, as
had been asserted. To this they rephied that the
Chinese were becoming their disciples. To which
the Justice in turh replied: “What of it? Why
should we be afraid of our own people? Perhaps
you are upaware of the fact that Martthew Ricci’s
company s cultivated by everyone in Beijing,
and that he is being subsidized by the royal trea-
sury. How dare the Magistrates who are living
outside of the royal city expel men who have
permission to tlive at the royal court? These men
here have hived peacefully in Nanjing for rwelve
years. | command,” he added, “that they buy no
mote large houses, and that the people are not to
follow their law.” . - .

A few days later, che court decision was pro-
nounced and written out . - - and was then posted
at the city gatesas 2 public edict. The following
is a summary of their declaration. Having exam-
ined the cause of Father Emanuele and his com-
panions, it Was found that these Mmen had come
here from the West because they bad heard so
much about the fame of the great Chinese
Empite, and that they had already been living in
che realm for some yeats, without any display of
ill-will. Faches Emanuele should be permitted 0
practice his own religion, ut it was not consid-
ered to be the right thing for the common peo-
ple, who are attracted by noveltes, tO adore the
God of Heaven. Fos them to go over to the reli-
gion of foreigners would indeed be most unbe-
coming. . - - It would therefore seern 0 be ...
{in] . . - the best interests of the Kingdom, Lo . - -
[warn] .. . everyonc in a public edict not to
abandon the sacxifices of their ancient religion by
accepting the cult of foreigners. Such a move-

ment might, indeed, result in calling together
R

Ricei's tesm for che Jesuits’ opposents in Naachaog. These
were scholars who by passing the first and most basic of the
theee Chinese civil service examinations carned recognicion

as competent students, but wete 0ot eliginle for appoint-

certain gatherings, decrimental to the public
welfare, and harmful also t0 the foreigner, him-
self. Wherefore, the Governor of this district, by
order of the high Magistrates, admonishes the
said Father Emanuele to refrain from perverting
the people, by inducing them to accept & foreign
religion. The man who sold bim the larger house
is o restote his money and Emanuele is 0 buy a
smaller place, sufficient for his peeds, and to live
there peaceably, as he has done, up to the present.
Emanuele, himself, has agreed to these resms and
the Military Prefects of the district have been
ordered to make a search of the houses there and
co confiscate the piCTUFES of the God they speak
of, wherever they find them. It is not permitted
for any of the native people to go oves €0 the reli-
gion of the foreigners, Nor is it permitted to
gather together for prayet meetings. Whoever
does contgary to these prescriptions will be
severely punished, and if the Militagy Prefects ate
rerniss in enforcing them, they will be held to be
guilty of the same crimes. To his part of the
edict, the Directof of the Schools added, thar the
common people were forbidden to accept the law
of the foreigners, and that a sign should be
posted above the doot of the Father’s residence,
notifying the public that these men Were forbid-
den to have frequent contact with the people.
The Fathers were not too disturbed by this
pronouncement, because they were afraid that it
was going to be much worse. In fact, everyone
thought it was racher favorable, and that the
injunction launched against che spread of the
faith was a pesfunctory order to make 1t appear
that the literati were not wholly overlooked,
since the Fathets weit not banished from the
city, as the Jiterati had demanded. Moreover it
was not considered a grave misdemeanor for the
Chinese to change their religion, and it was not
customary to inflict 2 serious punishment ob
- those violatlng such an order. The neophytes,
chemselves, proved this when they continued, &s
formerly, to actend Mass.

ments to POSts 10 che imperial administratien. BY calling
chem “quasi-licerati,” Ricci is makiog the point that they
fad not yee gained the starus of true scholars.




