Questions for Jared Diamond’s “Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race”

1. What is the thesis (main point) of Diamond’s article?
2. When and how did human “escape” from the hunting and gathering lifestyle?
3. In a sentence or two, explain the “progressivist view”.
4. What are the three main reasons that explain the negative effects of agriculture on health?
5. Why did, according to the article, farming cause deep class and gender divisions?
6. Why did farming communities win the struggle for survival against hunters and gathers?
7. Come up with an argument that would challenge Diamond’s conclusion.

